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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A text entry system, comprising: 

a display visually divided into at least two functional areas, a first of the functional 
areas corresponding to a first aspect of entering text, and a second of the functional areas 
corresponding to a second aspect of entering text; 

an indicator system operable by one human digit, the indicator system having at least 
a first cardinal stale, a second cardinal state and a third cardinal state, the third caidinal state 
having no textual meaning associated with it; 

a processor responsive to each cardinal state, whereby the indicator system may be 
used to select options displayed in at least one of the functional areas; 

aprogrmoL controlling the processor so that text may be entered in response to auser 
selecting at least one of the optidns. 

2. The text entry sjrstem of claim 1, wherein: 

tiie first cardinal state is activated by applying a force to a first location; 

the second cardinal state is activated by applying a force to a second location; and 

the third cardinal state is activated by identifying a third location, the third location 
being located between the first location and the second location. 

3. The text entry system of claim 2, wherein a fourth cardinal state is activated by activating 
the first cardinal state and the third cardinal state. 

4. The text entry system of claim 2, wherein identifying the third location is accomplished by 
applying a force to the third location. 

5. The text entry system of claim l,v^erein the text entry system has a first mod^ 
second mode, herein; 

v^en the text entry system is in the first mode, tibie first cardmal sta^ 
meaning associated with it, and 
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when the text entiy system in the second mode, the &st cardmal state has a different 
meaning associated with it 

6. The text entry system of claim 5, wherein the different meaning is a different textual 
meaning* 

7. TTie text entiy system of claim 5, wherein the different meaning is not a textual meaning. 

8. The text entiy system of cWm 7, wherein the different meaning is a navigati^ 

9. The text entry system of claim 5, wherein movmg from the first mode to the second mode 
is accomplished by applying a force to the third location. 

10. The text entry system of claim 5, herein when the text entry ^stem is in the first mode, 
the first cardinal state is used to select a first category of text and the second cardinal state is 
used to select a second category of text 

11. The text entiy system of claim 1 , wherem the first cardinal slate is used to select a first 
category of text and the second cardmal state is used to select a second category of text. 

12. The text entiy system of claim 1 1, herein the first cardinal state is used to select a first 
category of text and the secdnd cardinal state is used to select a second category of text, 
wherein the first category of text includes qmibols having a first feature and the second 
category of text includes syrttbols having a second feature. 

13. The text entry system of claim 12, wherein a symbol having both the first feature and the 
second feature is included in both the first category and the second category. 

14. The text entry system of claim 1, vrfierem the indicator system includes a position 
indicator and selection of one of the cardinal states is accomplished by detecting a position of 
the position indicator. 

15. A method of entering text, comprising: 

providing a display having a first functional area and a second fianctional area; 

providing an indicator system operable by one himian digit, the indicator system 
having a first cardinal state, a second cardinal state and a third cardinal state; 
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providing a processor operably connected to the indicator S3^m; 

activating the first cardinal state to indicate to the processor selection of a first 
category of text to be enta:ed, the first category including symbols used to create a plurality 
of text characters. 

; 5 16. The methodofclairn 15, further comprising displaying a representative symb^^^ 
representative symbol corresponding to the first category. 

17. The method of claim 15, fiirther comprising ddsplaying in the first fimctional area a text 
character having one of the symbols coii:eq)ondiiig to tiie first catego^^ 

1 8. The method of claim 17, fiirther comprising: 

10 activating the second cardinal state to indicate to the processor selection of a second 

category of text to be entered^ the second category including symbols used to create a 
plurality of text charact^; and 

displa3dng in the first fimctional area a text character having one of the symbols 
corresponding to the first category and one of the symbols corresponding to the second 
15 category. 

19. The method of claim 17, fiirther comprising selectmg the text character displayed in the 
first fimctional area. 

20. The method of claim 1 8, fiirther comprising displaying the selected text character in the 
second fimctional area, . 

20 21 . The method of claim 15, fiirther comprising: 

displaying in the first fimctional area a first icon that represents a text character which 
has one of the symbols corresponding to the fir^t category; and 

displaying in the first fimctional area a second icon that represents part of a text 
character, the first icon and the second icon having the same symbols. 

25 22. A method of entering text, comprising: 



providing a display having a first fimctional area and a second fimctional area; 
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providing an indicator system operable by a human eye, the indicator system having a 
first cardinal state, a second cardinal state and a thiid cardinal state; 

providing a processor operably connected to the indicator system; 

activating the first cardinal state to indicate to the processor selection of a first 
category of text to be entered, the first category including symbols used to create a plurality 
of text characters. 

23. The method of claim 22, further conq>rising displaying a representative sfymbol, the 
representative symbol coniesponding to the first category. 

24. The method ofclaim 22, fijTther comprising dispkying in the first fm 
character having one of the symbols corresponding to the first category. 

25. The method of claim 24, fiirther comprising: 

activating the second cardinal state to indicate to the processor selection of a second 
category of text to be entered, the second category including symbols used to create a 
plurality of text characters; and 

displayirig in the first fimctional area a text character hav^ 
corresponding to the first category and one of the symbols corresponding to the second 
categoiy. 

26. The method of claim 24, fiirith©r comprising selecting the text character displayed in the 
first functional area. 

27. The method of claim 26, further comprising dis^ 
second functional area. 

28. The method of claim 22, further comprising: 

displaying in the first functional area a first icon that represents a text chamcter which 
has one of the symbols corresponding to the first categor}^ and 

displaying in the first functional area a second icon that represents part of a text 
character, the first icon and the second icon having the same symbols. 
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